






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































From: Wooden-Aguilar, Helena
To: Etzel, Ruth; Firestone, Michael
Cc: Hughes, Hayley; Grantham, Nancy
Subject: Update - Federal Lead Strategy Consolidated Comments and Next STeps
Date: Monday, August 27, 2018 4:25:00 PM
Attachments: 20180827 FLS Comment Matrix.xlsx

7-16-2018 FLS MS HH.docx
PTF Draft Federal Lead Strategy LRM.pdf

Importance: High

Ruth –The last time we chatted I recommended that we consider a contractor to help us go through
all of the comments received (HUD, OMB, Program Offices, and others) and consolidate into one
document.  The purpose from my perspective was to provide decision makers a visual so they could
see what comments we accepted, how we adjudicated comments overall, and what next steps were
for comments we rejected. 
 
Well I have great news!  Hayley offered to work through your original comment documents, OMB’s
comment, HUD’s comments, and the EPA Program offices.  (TY Hayley!)  The comment matrix, which
is attached to this message, shows the Page # and Line # from the April 30, 2018, FLS version as well
as the page/line #s from the OMB track changes document for the OMB comments to the left of the
comment. To the right of the comment, there are columns for the “response” and the new page/line
# in the July 16, 2018, version with a response justification column.
 
Additionally, I would like to mention that your office and Steering Committee members did a great
job managing a wide range of comments.  However, there are a few areas that require additional
input or clarification and/or justification and are highlighted in yellow in the new comment matrix.
Please have your staff review and provide to me, with a cc to Hayley/Nancy, by Thursday COB.  After
we receive this document I will schedule a meeting with you, Michael, Hayley, Nancy, and others so
that we can map out next steps.   I would like to have this comment document ready for the

September 10th meeting we have with the Acting DA.  You should have received an invitation. 
 
Lastly, I know you have drafted the 6 page document and I am still reviewing that document. 
 
Please let me know if you have further questions and thank you and your team for your patience
throughout this process. 

Helena
 
 
Helena Wooden-Aguilar
Acting Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of the Administrator
US Environmental Protection Agency
202-564-0792 (office)

 (mobile)
wooden-aguilar.helena@epa.gov
 

(b) (6)



 



From: Wooden-Aguilar, Helena
To: Etzel, Ruth
Cc: Firestone, Michael
Subject: Re: Briefing the Acting Deputy Administrator
Date: Wednesday, September 5, 2018 4:52:26 PM

Ruth - thanks for your message.  I am in between meetings but will respond in detail this pm.
 The bottom line is that From my perspective we are not ready to brief the acting adm.  We
must first ensure that the agency’s leadership and the acting Deputy Adm are fully briefed.
 This includes not only the what the strategy says and the task force action items, but the
federal wide comments (identifying each comment and how we adjudicated them).   As I
shared with Michael and his is very important to me and a priority.  In my opinion Leadership
needs to know exactly what we did and why we did it. It’s a federal document but EPA has a
responsibility to the federal family and to our own programs to ensure transparent and clear
adjudication of their thoughts and questions. 

Next week we meet with the Deputy Adm and we will have an opportunity to know more
regarding timeline. 

I will be scheduling a meeting on Friday of this week to walk through things. 

Helena

Helena Wooden-Aguilar
Acting Deputy Chief of Staff
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
202-564-0792 (Work)

 (Cell)
wooden-aguilar.helena@epa.gov

On Sep 5, 2018, at 1:42 PM, Etzel, Ruth <Etzel.Ruth@epa.gov> wrote:

Hi Helena,
 
I have not yet heard from you regarding your thoughts on the timeline I
proposed (see message below).  I think it would be best to have an agreed-
upon timeline for the meeting with the Acting Deputy Administrator.  What
feedback do you have for me on our proposed timeline (realizing, of course,
that in the interim the August 31 proposed date to send to OMB has passed)?
Also, do you have any feedback on the draft slides that Michael Firestone
prepared?
Please let me know.
 
Best,
 
Ruth

(b) (6)



 
From: Etzel, Ruth 
Sent: Thursday, August 23, 2018 8:18 AM
To: Wooden-Aguilar, Helena <Wooden-Aguilar.Helena@epa.gov>
Subject: Request for an opportunity to brief the Acting Deputy Administrator
 
Hi Helena,
 
As you may recall, I mentioned that I thought we should have a shorter
version of the Draft Federal Strategy that would be easier for decisionmakers
to digest.  I have attached it here for your review.  We would be pleased to
have an opportunity to do a briefing for the Acting Deputy Administrator as
soon as it can be arranged.  Draft Briefing slides are attached for your
review.  Michael Firestone has completed the spreadsheet indicating how
each of the comments received during the OMB review was handled.  It is
attached for your review as well. 
 
Although we are behind schedule on the proposed re-submission to OMB, we
propose the following new timeline for your consideration:
 
Finalizing the Federal Strategy to Reduce Childhood Lead Exposures and
Associated Health Impacts

Aug 31: revised strategy to OMB for “unofficial” review
Sept 7: OMB sends for 2nd round LRM review
Sept 20: Task Force Senior Steering Committee meeting
Sept 24: Final edits based on LRM review
Oct 1: reformatting by OPA for public release
Oct 22: public release?

 
Please let me know your thoughts on this new timeline.
 
Best,
 
Ruth
 
Ruth A. Etzel, MD, PhD
Director
Office of Children’s Health Protection
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460
Phone:  202-564-2188
 



 

<8-15-18 Summary version of the Draft Federal Lead Strategy.pdf>

<08-07-18 Response to LRM Comments Master Sheet.pdf>

<08-21-18 Status of Federal Lead Strategy.pdf>
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